LEGENDARY LADIES OF THE POETS

women." As a matter of fact, all love-poems,
however sincerely addressed to one woman, who
may indeed be the immediate provocation of
them, are actually inspired by and written to all
women. The poet is by nature a born lover of
women, and however faithfully he may deem
himself to be celebrating the one woman of the
moment, or even of a life-time, it is his general
sentiment for the sex at large that really floods his
poem with vitality and gives it universality. Usually,
too, the one great love of a poet's life is the culmina-
tion of other lesser loves, which are absorbed in it,
as by a process of transmigration. The dead passion
for Chloe lives again in the live passion for Corinna,
and even the casual tenderness learnt from a for-
gotten Amaryllis may contribute to the perfection
of that deeper emotion reserved for the heart's
Beatrice and Laura. " How many suns it takes to
make one speedwell blue ! "

Besides, women in general must also share with a
still more universal muse the credit of a poet's
inspiration, no less a muse than Nature herself,
which is a poet's first and last passion, and of whom
woman is but one, though the chief, accident.
In the inspiration of all great love-poems woman
must consent to divide honours with the universe;
with the starry night, with the sea's mystery, or the
singing of some April bird. She is so much to the
poet because she stands for so much more, mysteri-
ously gathering up in her strange being the diffused
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